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Crea0ng a Na0onal Ocean Policy 

• Na0onal Ocean Policy  

• Na0onal Ocean Council 

•  9 Na0onal Priority                 
Objec0ves 

•  Framework for Coastal 

and Marine Spa0al 

Planning (CMSP) 



NATIONAL OCEAN COUNCIL 
Principals / Depu0es 

Co‐Chairs:  CEQ/OSTP 

Steering Commi4ee 
(CEQ, OSTP, Director, and 

Chairs of IPCs) 

Office of Energy and 

Climate Change  

Na=onal Economic 

Council 

Na=onal Security 

Council 

Governance Coordina=ng  

Commi4ee 

State/Tribal/Local 

Ocean Research and Resources 

Advisory Panel 

Ocean Research Management 

Interagency Policy Commi4ee 

Chair/Co‐Chairs 

Ocean Science and Technology 

Interagency Policy Commi4ee 

Chair/Co‐Chairs 

Working groups could be retained or established as standing or ad hoc Sub‐Interagency Policy Commi4ees (IPCs): e.g., 

Coastal and Marine Spa0al Planning, Ocean Acidifica0on, Ocean Observa0ons, Mapping, Ocean Educa0on, Climate Resiliency 

and Adapta0on, Regional Ecosystem Protec0on and Restora0on, Water Quality and Sustainable Prac0ces on Land, and Arc0c. 

The Extended Con0nental Shelf Task Force and other designated interagency commiXees, as appropriate, would report to the 

Steering CommiXee and coordinate with the two IPCs. 

   Repor=ng  

   Coordina=on 

   Communica=on 

Na0onal Ocean Council  



Na0onal Ocean Policy  



Current Na0onal Level CMSP Ac0vi0es 

•  Na0onal Workshop and Simula0on Exercise         

was held June 2011 

•  Forma0on of Regional Planning Bodies (RPBs) 

•  Strategic Ac0on Plan Development 

•  Na0onal Informa0on Management System & 

Prototype Data Portal 



Public & Stakeholder Engagement  

•  Ini0al Federal Register no0ce for public comments on 

Strategic Ac0on Plans (closed April 29th) 

•  Strategic Ac0on Plan Full Content Outlines Released 
& 12 Regional Listening Sessions Held (June & July) 

• Na0onal Workshop (June) 

•  Strategic Ac0on Plan to include tools for effec0ve 
engagement 

• Upcoming Regional Workshops 



Benefits of CMSP 

•  Reduce conflicts among uses  

•  Increased predictability and certainty 

•  Facilitate compa0ble uses 

•  Preserve cri0cal ecosystem services 



CMSP: Making the Case 

Today –  

Without CMS Plans 

Future –  

With CMS Plans 

Uncertain return on 

investment for industry 

Greater certainty and 

predictability 

Limited data availability  Access to integrated data 

Fragmented regulatory review 

process 

Regulatory efficiencies and 

0me saving 

Li0ga0on risks from opposing 

interests 

Reduced 

Unseen ‘show stoppers’   Conflicts revealed up        

front with opportunity         

for early resolu0on 



Defining CMSP 
What 

•  A comprehensive, adap0ve, integrated, ecosystem‐based, and 

transparent planning process, based on sound science, for analyzing 

current and an0cipated uses of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes areas. 

How 

•  CMSP iden0fies areas most suitable for various types or classes of 

ac0vi0es in order to reduce conflicts among uses, reduce 

environmental impacts, facilitate compa0ble uses, and preserve cri0cal 

ecosystem services to meet economic, environmental, security, and 

social objec0ves.  

Why 

•  In prac0cal terms, CMSP provides a public policy process for society 

to beXer determine how the ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes are 

sustainably used and protected ‐ now and for future genera0ons. 



Key Elements of CMSP 

• Balance Ocean Health and             
Community Prosperity 

• Fair and Open Process for                          
All Stakeholders 

• Make Decisions Based on                          

the Best Available Science 

• Respect the Unique Character                       
of Each U.S. Region 



“P” is for planning, not zoning 

•  CMSP is a proac0ve PLANNING process 

that gathers informa0on and iden0fies 

issues before decisions have to be made.  

• CMS plans themselves will not contain 

regula0ons and are not “ocean zoning” 

•  Zoning defines specific areas where uses 
are controlled, restricted or limited using 

statutory or regulatory authority.   



Regional Focus 



Forma0on of Regional Planning Bodies 

When 

•  Formed ajer the Na0onal CMSP Workshop is held in 

June 2011 

Membership 

•  Federal, State, and Tribal Representa0on 

•  Each RPB will have a Federal co‐lead, and a State and 
Tribal co‐lead  

What 

•  Each RPBs will prepare and implement a unique  CMS 

Plan for their region 

•  CMSP Process will be stakeholder‐informed, engaging 

local, state, regional, and tribal en00es 



CMSP:  A Regional Planning Process 

Regional 
Planning 
Bodies 

State, Tribal, and 

Federal representa0ves 

with authori0es 

relevant to CMSP 

CMS 

Plan 
CMSP Process 

Coordina0on/Engagement 

•  Local Authori0es 
•  Indigenous Community Reps 

Consulta0on 

•  Fishery Management Councils 

Engagement 

•  Stakeholders 
•  Scien0sts & Technical Experts 
•  Public 



Framework:  A Regional Planning Process 

CMS 

Plan CMSP Process 

Phase I  

(1‐12mo) 

•  Na0onal CMSP 

Workshop 

•  Establish RPBs 

•  Regional CMSP 

Capacity 

Assessment 

•  Launch Data Portal 

•  Stakeholder/ 

Scien0fic/Public 

Par0cipa0on 

Process 

Phase II 

(9‐24mo) 

•  Ini0al Regional 

Steps 

•  Building Capacity 

and Tes0ng CMSP 

Process  

• Work Plan 

Development and 

SubmiXal to the 

NOC 

•  Stakeholder/ 

Science/Public 

Engagement 

Phase III 

(18mo‐5yrs) 

•  CMSP Formally 

Implemented  

•  CMS Plans Drajed 

•  Final CMS Plans 

Cer0fied by NOC 

•  Stakeholder/  

Science/Public 

Engagement 



Regional Ocean Partnership Grants  

•  Proposals were received from all nine 

regions for the FY11 announcement 

•  Proposals have undergone merit review 

•  Announcements, pending appropria0ons, 

will be made in the Fall 

•  FY 12 funding announcement is expected 

to be out this summer 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Regional NOAA Leads  

Alaska and Arc=c: Doug Demaster 

Great Lakes: Jennifer Day 

Gulf of Mexico: Buck Su4er 

Northeast: Betsy Nicholson 

Mid‐Atlan=c: Thomas Bigford 

Southeast: Virginia Fay 

Caribbean: Billy Causey 

West Coast: John Stein 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For More Informa0on 

www.whitehouse.gov/oceans 

www.cmsp.noaa.gov 


