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• Degradation of marine ecosystems and services 
they provide 

• Changes driven by synergies among policies, 
activities, and decisions 

• Systems are inherently complex, non-linear, 
prone to surprises 
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Ocean resources are valuable… and more and 
more people are looking for space in the ocean 
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What are the “vital signs” for a 
healthy marine ecosystem? 





“We have a stewardship responsibility to maintain 
healthy, resilient, and sustainable oceans, coasts and 

Great Lakes resources for the benefit of this and future 
generations.” 

“To succeed in protecting the oceans, coasts and Great 
Lakes, the U.S. needs to act within a unifying 

framework under a clear national policy, including a 
comprehensive, ecosystem-based framework for the 

long term conservation and use of our resources.” 









“Coastal and marine spatial 
planning may sound like the stuff 
of policy wonks, but it is actually 
vital to anyone who works or plays 
on the oceans.  In fact, coastal 
and marine spatial planning is an 
essential tool for anyone who 
depends on the oceans for 

sustainable jobs, healthy seafood, 
clean energy, recreation or vibrant 

coastal communities.”   

-  Dr. Jane Lubchenco, NOAA 
Administrator and member of the 

Interagency Ocean Policy Task 
Force  December 14, 2009 


