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Center for Sportfish Science and Conservation 

  

Goal: Maintenance and rebuilding of  sport-fisheries 
for future generations through sound science 

 



“Habitat Triage” for exploited oceans 

Levin and Stunz, Estuarine Coastal and Shelf  Science 

•  Not enough resources or restoration capabilities 

•  Must prioritize marine habitats 
 

Identify “Essential”  Essential Fish Habitat?  
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Why is this habitat type so critical for 
the central and western Gulf  of  Mexico? 
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Hard-bottom habitat in GOM 



Oil and Gas Platforms in GOM 
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Artificial Structures in GOM (2 types) 
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Installations versus Removals 



Oil and Gas Platforms in GOM 
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Where is the controversy? 

Pros: 
•  Habitat 

•  Ecological Functions 
•  Popular Destination 
•  Livelihoods 

•  Helping Fisheries 
•  Economics 

Cons: 
•  Law/Policy 

•  Liability 
•  Ocean Dumping 
•  Navigation 

•  Hurting Fisheries 
•  Economics 



Industry Viewpoint: a win-win situation 

•  Support artificial reefs (1-2 M to reef; 4M remove) 

•  By 2020 will have created ~ 18 B worth habitat 

•  Liability – especially leaving above 85’ 

•  Meeting contractual obligations 

•  More approved “reefing” sites in GOM 

•  Adamantly opposed to designation as EFH  

 
 



Texas Parks and Wildlife  
Artificial Reef  Program 

 
“…goal is to continue to promote, develop, maintain, monitor and enhance 

the artificial reef  potential of  Texas.” 
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Artificial Reef Assessment 
SCUBA 

 



Remotely Operated Vehicle 
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•  10 circle hooks along a 20ft leader 

•  3 Hook Sizes: 8/0, 11/0, 15/0 

•  Each backbone has same hook size 



Acoustic Tracking 



Production Attraction 

•  Is habitat limited for certain species in the Gulf ? 

•  Growing consensus that the structures contribute to 
the productivity of  the Gulf  
 
•  Move from A vs P to ecological to social performance 



Socio-economic Impacts: 

•  In Texas:  
 - 100% of  dive trips and ~ 50% of  fishing trips target 
oil and gas platforms 

•  Annual fishing expenditure in the Gulf: 
-  ~ 1M fishing trips during 
-  $173 M in trip-related and $640M equipment spending 

•  Users are willing to pay for reef  access 
 

“iSnapper” 
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Science lagging behind policy needs… 

•  How is the Gulf  of  Mexico Handling this? 
 

"  Asked the SSC to evaluate for EFH 
 
"  Ad-hoc Artificial Substrate Advisory Panel 
 
"  Public input (overwhelmingly supportive) 

 



Findings – Artificial Substrate Ad-hoc… 

•  A primary concern was the accelerated removal 
(i.e., most may be gone with or without 
implementation of  EFH) 
 
•  Do artificial structures fall under EFH definition?  
Will reauthorization address this concern? 

•  “Artificial” reefs may not have been the best term 

•  Direct efforts toward immediate reefing vs 
pursing EFH in the short-term 
 



Take Home Message… 

The issue is not going away anytime soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Councils should consider where artificial habitats 
fall within the construct of  EFH 
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